
CONGRESSMAN OLVER ANNOUNCES FIRST GREAT NORTHERN TIER GEOCACHING TOURNAMENT

  
  PETERSHAM, Mass. ‚ Today, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the first-ever Great Northern Tier Geocaching Tournament will take place in the North Quabbin region on August 20 and 21.

   The event is expected to draw hundreds of people from around New England to an area rich in natural beauty and cultural heritage along the Route 2 corridor between Gardner and Erving, from the Massachusetts/New Hampshire border to the northern end of the Quabbin Reservoir.

   The free event is being organized and sponsored by a cooperative of non-profit organizations, state environmental agencies and businesses from the region. Congressman Olver is also a sponsor.

  This two-day tournament of treasuring hunting using Global Position System (GPS) receivers will be based at North Common Meadow in Petersham, a property of The Trustees of Reservations. Experienced and novice geocachers are invited to participate in this family-friendly event.

   "This unique event will take participants to interesting natural, cultural and agricultural areas in the North Quabbin area, which is part of the Northern Tier region of Massachusetts" Olver said. "Ecotourism and outdoor recreation is an area that, if further cultivated, can help strengthen the economy of the Northern Tier region, according to a strategic plan for the region developed by local stakeholders. Located in the northwest corner of Massachusetts from the New York border east to Gardner, the Northern Tier faces unique economic challenges. This geocaching event is an outgrowth of the good work of those involved in the plan to develop new economic engines in the region."

  Geocaching is a high-tech treasure hunt. A set of coordinates are entered into a hand-held GPS unit and a system of satellites lead the user to the treasure, known as a "cache". More than 60 caches will be hidden throughout the greater North Quabbin region, including the towns of Athol, Barre, Erving, Hardwick, New Salem, Orange, Petersham, Phillipston, Royalston, Shutesbury, Templeton, Warwick and Wendell. The caches will contain information relating to the natural and cultural heritage of the area.

   Beginner training on GPS units will be provided from 8 to 10 a.m. on Saturday, August 20 for those who need to learn how to use their equipment. A limited number of GPS units will be available for rent and for sale at the event.

    Participants are asked to sign in for the tournament at North Common Meadow between 8 and 10 a.m. on Saturday, August 20. (Registration tables will also be open on Saturday afternoon and Sunday after 10 a.m.).

   At 10 a.m. on Saturday, each team will receive a packet with all cache site coordinates. Participants will then race to find as many caches as possible to amass points before points are tallied at 3 p.m. on Sunday.

   Participants will receive raffle tickets based on points earned during the tournament, which will be used for chances at a selection of prizes. A raffle and award ceremony will take place no later than 5 p.m. on Sunday.

   A chicken barbecue with entertainment from local musicians will take place on Saturday night at North Common Meadow starting at 5 p.m. This will be available to pre-registered participants for a fee.

  The tournament will provide a fun-filled day of recreation and exploration in the North Quabbin region of North Central Massachusetts, an area rich in natural and cultural history that offers a wealth of recreational and educational opportunities. Geocaching is an excellent outdoor recreational opportunity for families and is capturing the attention of tens of thousands of people around the world.

   More than 130 people are already registered for the event. Participants are encouraged to pre-register by visiting www.thetrustees.org/geocache.cfm or calling 978-840-4446.

   More information about geocaching can be found at www.geocaching.com.

  The Great Northern Tier Geocaching Tournament is sponsored by Congressman John W. Olver's Office, Franklin Regional Council of Governments, Greenfield Community College, MassCountryRoads.com, Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources, Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation, New England Forestry Foundation, New England Naturalist Training Center, North Quabbin Chamber of Commerce, North Quabbin Woods and The Trustees of Reservations. Additional support is provided by the Massachusetts Environmental Trust.

                ###

 1 / 1


